Grade

7

Refugee Project
SOCIAL STUDIES

Student Products
‣ Choose a refugee problem and develop a practical
plan of action
‣ Create a TED talk

Teacher Reflections

Driving Question: How can we help Syrian refugees?

Project Description:
Students worked to address a problem facing Syrian refugees. Students
had to identify a problem they were interested as well as a plan that could
be practically and sustainably addressed. They also had to investigate
supplies and materials to make it happen. Students learned from real
refugees through interviews over Skype as well as in person, and did
traditional research. Students also worked together to produce TED talks
that were screen in a public event.

“We took our reflections from last year's refugee unit and
implemented needed changes to this unit. We changed the
focus from four groups of refugees to only one group of
refugees (Syrian). We then focused the learning on more
teacher directed learning activities about the cases of the
Syrian conflict and the effects the civil war had on the
Syrian citizens. Students were given time to complete
independent research to reach their own conclusions.
However, we found that the topics were so deep and
complex that students often did not comprehend their
independent research and this resulted in misconceptions.
This year, with teacher directed activities, the student
learning has been deeper, much more thoroughly
understood and the quality of conversations has been
superior." - Melanie Ryan

Student Reflection
"I have taken away many lessons from this Syrian refugee
unit so far. It was really interesting to have someone talk to
us about their experiences as a refugee. It’s very helpful to
learn about refugees from different points of view…We
learned about the causes and effects of this Syrian refugee
crisis because the impacts of elements, including
government, societal and economical issues are all so
varied. It was intriguing to me to learn about why these
conflicts started in the first place…This unit has made
students think about the ways we can resolve these
conflicts, whether it is using kindness or spreading
awareness." - Audrey

Find out more at:
http://cards.buildingculturebybuildingpractice.com

